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Issue 4439, August 2017 
 

Next club meeting: August 28, 2017, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp Bowie 
Blvd  

 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  

Greeting to all, well the heat is upon us, mixed with a few 
days of refreshing rain.  Please drink plenty of water and 
stay dry.  August was a busy month for club activities, 
with a successful summer Float Fly and a static display 
for National Aviation Model Day at the Fort Worth 
Aviation Museum. Thanks to Woody Lake, Ed Kettler 
and all the members who assisted in these events. The end 
of September will be an equally busy time as we host 
Senior Pattern events and Pylon racing.  
 
September’s membership meeting will be held at the 
Field, weather permitting. It will give some of our folks a 
chance to fly a bit before and perhaps for those properly 
equipped after the meeting.  So bring a chair and a model 
and join us, more details to follow.  October is right 
around the corner which means the Electric fly-in, 

Alliance Airshow, and the Benbrook Heritage Fest.  I 
would ask all that can, come out to support each of these 
events. Participation is always welcomed! 
 
In addition to the events in October, it is also time of year 
for officer nominations, Thunderbird of the Year and 
Lifetime Member nominations are accepted. I would ask 
that you look at the Club By-laws Sections 1-3 for 
requirements to serve as an officer.  I would also ask that 
any nomination for Thunderbird of the Year or Lifetime 
Member include a paragraph or more detailing the 
nominee’s accomplishments and why they should be 
awarded the respective honor.   
 
Hope to see you all at the August meeting  

 

Reminder 
 

All Thunderbird members must secure the gate when they are the last member at the field upon exit. 
Guest should be asked to move their vehicles to the guest parking lot, if they want to continue to fly! 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

This coming meeting we will have an interesting talk from a well known "World Class Pilot". Be sure to be there to hear it, 

as I am sure it will be interesting, entertaining, and a source of new knowledge.  

July Meeting Minutes: by Bill Lake 

James Meadows (President) opened the meeting with a 

review of upcoming events and a brief review of the most 

recent events.  These included the July 4th Fun Fly hosted 

by the Club Officers, the SPA event on July 15th with 10 

competitors, the upcoming Float Fly on August 5, Model 

Aviation Day on August 19, Senior Pattern on Sept 23-24, 

Pylon Race on Sept 30-Oct 1, Texas Electric eXpo on Oct 

21, and Alliance Airshow on Oct 28-29.  Event details are 

on the club website under “EVENTS”. 
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• Ken Knotts and Chris Berardi provided reviews 

and results of the SPA event. 

• Woody Lake reviewed more details on the 

upcoming Float Fly. 

• Ed Kettler discussed Model Aviation Day details. 

 

James welcomed new members (Justin Kanarick) and 

visitors (Chris and Luke Clifton) from Benbrook. 

 

Bill Lake (Secretary) received a motion (Ken Knotts), a 

second (Ed Kettler) and apparently a unanimous vote to 

defer the reading of the minutes from the June 

membership meeting.   

 

Other comments addressed club emails and a request that 

any issues be submitted to Bill; clarification that whereas 

Bill, as Club Secretary dispatches club correspondences, 

including the monthly newsletter, we need to give credit 

where credit is due and the hard work of preparing the 

excellent monthly newsletter is accomplished by Woody 

Lake;  airfield and flying safety – rules are established for 

all flying operations, whether as a single participant alone 

at the field or in a crowd; only pilots and trainees should 

be beyond the spectator line defined by the fence running 

parallel to the parallel taxiway; children and guests, as 

well as members, must be respectful of the concentration 

required by the pilots and not engage in distracting 

behavior.  Attention to what is going on in the air is 

essential at all times, especially if one is out near the 

approach end of the field (i.e. pilot boxes and starter 

stands area). 

The starter stands are designed and built to last if treated 

with respect.  That means up to 55 pounds.  Several stands 

have been damaged by people (over 55 pounds) sitting on 

them.  Please do not sit on the starter stands. 

 

Chris Berardi (Treasurer) discussed finances, membership 

numbers (178) and status of club shirts and hats sales.  

Many thanks to Chris for doing all the work on getting us 

our latest dress up attire. 

 

Mel Wells (Safety) emphasized the fact that our rules are 

designed to protect life, limb and property.  None are 

instituted to just be inconvenient and the rules are limited 

in order not to be overly restricted.  Therefore, common 

sense and good judgment are essential for any flying 

operations, whether RC or actual.  Please be careful and 

do not take short cuts.   

 

Show and Tell was highlighted by Chris Berardi showing 

his highly useful, sturdy (will support 750 pounds) and 

durable aircraft stand from Eastwood.com, available from 

their online catalogue for approximately $24 plus $10 

shipping.http://www.eastwood.com/750lb-work-stand.html 

 

 
 

James referenced an AMA web source to give a tutorial on 

how to avoid paint bleeding when working with balsa or 

foam.  Very informative and useful if you plan to do any 

painting and want smooth edges.  Whoodathunk it? 

 

Old Business 

 

James Meadows reviewed Old Business – project list 

review and status of ramp expansion and helipad request 

for approval (still waiting on an approval response from 

the Corps of Engineers), and New Business.  James will be 

contacting the Corps to try to encourage processing the 

approval. 

 

A question was asked about the possibility of installing RV 

hookups at the field.  The answer is that we do have one 

hookup but we are restricted to one RV overnight during 

an official event. 

 

Another discussion emerged about airfield maintenance 

and why wasn’t the Corps of Engineers mowing instead of 

us.  We lease the field and are responsible for the 

maintenance.  Probably more important is the fact that the 

Corps does not mow their own areas very often, the grass 

would be much taller, and appearance of our field would 
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deteriorate.  Also, the grass runway would be virtually 

unusable.   We do a very good job of mowing the airfield 

environment with a group of dedicated volunteers every 

Friday during growing seasons. 

 

The club raffle was conducted amid noticeable interest and 

occasional bouts of enthusiasm.  Well, maybe that was a 

different monthly meeting.  Anyway, we did have the raffle 

and someone probably went home happier.  A Graupner 

transmitter, gallon of fuel, and four Thunderbird beer 

glasses were at the top of the hit parade. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Bill Lake 

Ken Knotts 

Gary Alphin 

Sarge bell 

Tracey Kobs 

Mel Wells 

Ian Waring 

James Meadows 

Roger Spencer 

Gary James 

Tab Bowland 

Garry Rife 

 

Fred Addison 

Don Ventura 

Tom Blakeney 

Paul Stelly 

John Ebert 

 
Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

No Report this month
 

Safety 

Greetings to all Thunderbird members and other news letter readers. My comments this month are more about information 
than advice. The old First Aid Kit that was sitting on top of the Lost and Found Box (box) was disposed due to serious 
contamination resulting from soaking rains and other weather related elements. A new First Aid Kit is now secured in the 
box which should provide much better protection. It remains to be seen if this will be permanent, but it will work for now. I 
also attached a document with a plastic protector that reads "FIRST AID KIT INSIDE" on the door of the box. I hope to 
replace the document with a stencil and spray paint. If you are a club member access to the First Aid Kit is easy, just use the 
same key you use to enter Thunderbird field. Use caution and common sense when attending our flying facility and the use 
of this kit may not be required. Mel Wells Safety Officer 

 

Summer Float Fly: by Woody Lake 

 
Our summer float fly has come and gone. Light southerly breezes 10 to 15 Knotts made for an enjoyable day of flying. This 

year multi-engine aircraft seemed to dominate the entries. These included Tom Blakeney's Four engine Short Solent flying 

boat, his Canadair Fire Bomber, Bob's Mueller's PBM Mariner, Woody's PBY Catalina, Mel Wells' PBY Catalina, and Ed 

Furche's Grumman Widgeon. 

Tom's Solent flew magnificently and only required minimal trim changes. The four electric motors pulled the 6 lb airplane 

gracefully into the air. He coupled the port and starboard motors to the rudder channel. With the throttle under 50% and a 

flip of a switch enabled Tom to use either the left or right side motors to aid in differential steering. The resulting water 

taxiing was positive, straight and true. 

Attrition was light but those lost included Bob's PBM Mariner. The right wing bolt failed causing a wing waggle and 

ultimate crash. Bob said he'll have to think about repairing the damage. 

John George flew his modified T-28 on floats and it was very stable. Woody flew his PBY for the first time. I know, you 

shouldn't maiden a plane at an event but probably the only thing he scared we're the fish and alligator in the lake. After the 

first flight and manual elevator adjustments the second flight was more stable. He said landing the hulled flying boat is 

much more difficult than landing a Cub or Beaver. 
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As with most float fly’s’ many Cubs and Cub look-a-likes were in attendance. Not to disappoint the pilots and spectators, 

Grant Schroeder put his Carbon Z Cub through a phenomenal routine mostly in a knife edge, vertical, or inverted position. 

Once again the Gravity Gremlins resulted in a hard splash down of the Carbon Z Cub damaging the float mount points. 

Enough of the negatives let's accentuate the positives. Raffle items included a Dynam PBY, Goldberg Cub kit with floats, 

nitro fuel, gift cards from JTs Hobbies and Roy’s Hobbies, and miscellaneous RC goodies. It would be negligent of me not to 

mention our supporters- JTs Hobbies and Roy’s Hobbies. These folks have continued to support the RC community over 

many years. The raffle items would not be a reality if not for them. Next time you visit their businesses please express your 

gratitude. Pilots enjoyed many flawless flights, good lunch, and camaraderie. Unfortunately some of these regulars we only 

see once or twice a year. Float flyers are like family and always a pleasure to see. Well, maybe not the drunken uncle! LOL 

 I would like to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all the folks that helped make this event a success. If I tried to name all I 

would surely forget someone. You know who you are, and don't call me Shirley! 
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Float Flying From Down Under (Australia): by Pam Pimblott 

 
Thought you folks might enjoy an article I received from a fellow modeler and friend, John Lamont, from Australia. John 
is editor of the Australian Model News news letter. If anyone is interested in getting a copy let me know and I will gladly 
add you to my distribution list. 
That being said hope you enjoy the following article of how they have a float fly “Down Under”. The lake’s name may 
sound funny but the folks attending appear to be having a great time. We need that recovery boat! 
 

 

 
Lake Bolac is a small Western district town 223km from Melbourne’s CBD on the Glenelg highway. It is a popular place 
during the summer months because of the lake, which is popular with skiers, jet skies and fishermen. 
 
When we first decided to try and organize the float fly, we knew we could not do this in the summer, so the long weekend in 
June was chosen. The foreshore committee was only too happy to give their permission and the boat club agreed to let us 
hire their shed. It was thought that if this was a success it would bring business into the town during the quiet winter. 
Rick and I went down on Saturday and were pleasantly surprised to find that several people from South Australia were 
already there with their caravans set up and planes on the beach. 
 
Rick has flown from the lake before but we have not been into the club rooms so we were pleased to find that there were 
male and female toilets, hot showers, a disabled toilet and power to run the large fridge. 
 
The part of the complex we used was very open and could hold a large number of people if the weather was not good. It 
could be opened from either north or south depending on the prevailing winds. We also had permission to have an open fire 
which was used both days and in the evening for after dinner conversation. Although the weather was cold the days were 
clear and sunny and the lake was very smooth, which pleased all the flyers. 
  
Saturday night saw most of us walk the short distance to the local hotel for dinner, the meal was delicious with very pleasant 
company. Some enjoyed the meal so much that they went again on the Sunday night.  
 
The organizers were very pleased, we had pilots from Keilor, Mount Gambier, Norlunga, Camperdown, Melton, Geelong, 
Bellarine, Warrnambool and several from Ararat, a total of fifteen flyers who all said that they had a great time and would 
be back for the event on the June long-weekend next year.  
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The pit area has convenient parking and ready access to the water 

 
Trevor Tomsett’s scratch built tri-motor.             Victor Champion’s “Beaver” from Norlunga in South Australia. 

 
Paul O’Conner’s electric foam GeeBee.   Mac MacDonald preparing his Supermarine Schneider Cup racer 

 
Unusual sight, Paul O’Conner needing the rescue boat.   Some of the local lads showing interest. 
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Trevor Tomsett doing a low pass with his Aquastar.   Ararat’s Paul Phillips Beaver taking off. 

Rick Pimblott’s North Star, Laker and Fun Cub.        Steve Dwyer and Jamie McLaren from Warrnambool. 

 
 
 

Short Solent Flying Boat: by Tom Blakeney 

 
 This is a model of the Short Solent and has a wing span of 83”. It was built from the Ivan Pettigrew plans. Construction is 

built up balsa wood and the model came from the Dave Graben estate.   

 

All up weight with the 3s 4000 Mah lipo is just at 6 lbs. Powered by four small brushless motors (about Speed 400 

equivalent) turning Dynam 8x6 three bladed props.  

The model has a set of mixes in the transmitter that adds differential and proportional throttle up to about 50% of full 

throttle from each side of the wing to rudder inputs for easy water steering. The mixes are controlled by a switch and are 

turned off before takeoff.  
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National Model Aviation Day: by Ed Kettler 

 
The Fort Worth Thunderbirds celebrated National Model Aviation Day 2017 with the Fort Worth Aviation Museum at  
Meacham Field. This year’s event was a static display on the Museum’s grounds, with planes from Ken Knotts, Woody 
Lake, Tab Bowland, Gary Alphin, Jason Meadows, Mel Wells and Ed Kettler. Inside, new member Justin Kanarick 
challenged veteran pilots and youngsters with his RC flight simulator. 
August 19th is also National Aviation Day and we joined the museum’s staff for cake to celebrate Orville Wright’s birthday 
(1871). Overall, we had a lot of interest from the visitors, many of them veterans, along with young families looking for ways 
to engage young minds with something other than video games. With the variety of planes on display, there were a lot of 
discussions about the engines, building materials and flight characteristics of the models and how they compared to the full 
size planes.  One 20,000+  hour pilot tried the flight sim, and remarked “well, it is a lot harder than it looks. In 40 years of 
flying, I never dinged an airplane, and I managed to crash three times!” 
Most of the visitors walked away with club brochures and donated modeling magazines to help drive interest and 
participation. The club members were great ambassadors for the club and model aviation in the Fort Worth area. Thanks 
again to all who helped make this a successful event! 
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THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
September 23-24  SPA      Gary Alphin 
 
September 30 Oct 1 Pylon Race     Gary James, Sarge Bell 
 
October 21   Electric Fly-In (eXpo)    Tom Blakeney 
 
October 28-29  Alliance AirShow & Benbrook Heritage Fest 
 
November 5  Winter Float Fly 
 
November 25  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December 9  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 

 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                           

 
 
 

Club Officers 2017 
 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

    
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 

 
Members Projects/Toys/Flying Field 

  
Ken’s Bush Plane     Woody’s New Hanger 9 Cub 
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Mel and Ian with Mel’s Cub     Cub Day 

 
Terry and his Kaos      Time for a Break 

 


